THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH  MUSEUM

gave effect to many of the views expressed. Though an Executive
Council was not formed, the Secretaryship vanished, being merged
in the office of Principal Librarian. This was facilitated by ForshalPs
retirement from ill-health at this moment. S3 The Principal Librarian
was retained (the Trustees stated that they required a principal
officer); he was to communicate the Trustees' orders to the officers
and see them carried out and to report, and he was also given control
(which he still has) of the Reading Rooms and admission to them.
The Temporary Assistants were merged into the Permanent. The
Keepers were to make (as they still do) monthly and annual reports
of progress in their Departments. The Keeper of Printed Books, as
noticed above, was to superintend and enforce delivery of Copyright
books. By tacit consent Paiiiy/si's system of examining all the books
shelf by shelf before cataloguing was adopted, but the catalogue had
already reached G.
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